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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: CH, FR, MORG 

SUBJ: FRENCH VIEWS ON APRIL 1978 VISIT TO CHINA 
OF FRENCH FRIGATE DUGUAY TROUIN: A NEW 
KIND OF GUNBOAT DIPLOMACY 

SUMMARY: QUAI DEPUTY DIRECTOR FOR THE FAR EAST 
LECLERCQ GAVE EMBOFF FRENCH VIEWS ON THE APRIL 1978 
VISIT TO CHINA OF THE FRENCH FRIGATE "DUGUAY TROUIN". 

LECLERCQ DOWN-PLAYED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS VISIT; 

COMMENTED THAT THE CAPTAIN OF THE VESSEL HAD ORDERS TO 
AVOID INVOLVEMENT IN THE ONGOING FRANCO-CHINESE DIS- 
CUSSIONS OF MILITARY SALES; AND NOTED THAT FRANCE FORE- 
SEES NO COOPERATION WITH THE CHINESE ON THE MILITARY 
LEVEL, BEYOND THE POSSIBLE SALES OF FRENCH HARDWARE AND 
TECHNOLOGY TO CHINA. THE VISIT WAS THE RESULT OF A 
LONG-STANDING REQUEST BY THE FRENCH, AND PRIMARILY A 
SYMBOLIC GESTURE. THE FRENCH DO NOT EXPECT A CHINESE 
NAVAL VESSEL TO PAY A RETURN CALL AT A FRENCH PORT. 

ALTHOUGH THE FRENCH WOULD HAVE NO OBJECTION TO SUCH A 
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VISIT. END SUMMARY. 

2. PRESS. DEPARTMENT WILL HAVE NOTED FRENCH AND 
CHINESE PRESS COVERAGE OF THE VISIT TO CHINA OF THE 
FRENCH FRIGATE "DUGUAY TROUIN", THE MANNER IN WHICH THE 
FRENCH CAPTAIN AND ELEVEN OF THE CREW MEMBERS WERE FETED 
IN PEKING, AND THE SUBSEQUENT VISIT TO THE SHIP IN 
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SHANGHAI BY APPROXIMATELY 200 CHINESE OFFICIALS. PRESS 
COVERAGE ALSO MADE REFERENCE TO INCREASING CONTACTS 
BETWEEN THE FRENCH AND CHINESE MILITARY. AND THE 
CHINESE INTEREST IN COOPERATION WITH WESTERN MILITARY 
SERVICES AS PART OF THEIR PROGRAM TO MODERNIZE THEIR 
MILITARY FORCES. 

2. SIGNIFICANCE. THE FRENCH ARE GENERALLY DOWN- 
PLAYING THIS VISIT. POINTING OUT THAT THEY ATTACH 
NEITHER MILITARY NOR POLITICAL SIGNIFICANCE TO IT. 

SPEAKING IN CONFIDENCE, LECLERCQ COMMENTED THAT THE 
COMMANDING OFFICER OF THE SHIP HAD INSTRUCTIONS TO 
LIMIT HIS PUBLIC STATEMENTS IN CHINA TO LOW-KEY 
EXCHANGES OF THE BASIC COURTESIES. HE WAS 
SPECIFICALLY PROHIBITED FROM INVOLVING HIMSELF IN THE 
ONGOING DISCUSSIONS BETWEEN FRANCE AND CHINA CONCERNING 
POSSIBLE MILITARY SALES TO CHINA. THE VISIT WAS 
DESIGNED AS A SYMBOLIC GESTURE WHEREBY THE FRENCH 
WOULD FLY THEIR FLAG ON A FRENCH NAVAL VESSEL ANCHORED 
AT SHANGHAI, FOR THE FIRST TIME IN ALMOST THIRTY 

YEARS. ALTHOUGH THE CHINESE VIEW THE VISIT AS 
INDICATIVE OF THE CHINESE INTEREST IN EXPANDING CON- 
TACTS WITH WESTERN MILITARY SERVICES FOR ITS OWN 
MILITARY MODERNIZATION PROGRAM, THE FRENCH PERCEIVE NO 
POSSIBILITY OF ANY COOPERATION IN THE MILITARY FIELD 
WITH THE PRC - OTHER THAN MILITARY SALES. THE CHINESE 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 03 PARIS 12162 01 OF 02 131541Z 

GAVE NO INDICATION OF ANY PLANS FOR A RECIPROCAL VISIT 
TO FRANCE BY A CHINESE NAVAL VESSEL. THE FRENCH 
WOULD POSE NO OBSTACLE TO ANY CHINESE REQUEST FOR 
PERMISSION TO CALL AT A FRENCH PORT; RECIPROCITY IS 
UNDERSTOOD IN THE ACCEPTANCE OF THE VISIT BY THE 
"DUGUAY TROUIN". 

3. BACKGROUND. LECLERCQ PROVIDED THE FOLLOWING BACK 
GROUND INFORMATION TO THIS VISIT. SHORTLY AFTER THE 
ESTABLISHMENT OF DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS BETWEEN CHINA AND 
FRANCE IN 1964, THE FRENCH SUGGESTED THAT A FRENCH 
NAVAL VESSEL CALL AT A CHINESE PORT. THE CHINESE 

MADE NO RESPONSE TO THIS PROPOSAL DURING THE TURBULENT 
YEARS OF THE EXCESSES OF THE GREAT PROLETARIAN CULTURAL 
REVOLUTION; NEITHER THE CHINESE NOR THE FRENCH MADE 
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REFERENCE TO THIS PROPOSAL UNTIL THE 1976 VISIT TO CHINA 
OF FRENCH CHIEF OF STAFF GENERAL MERY, WHEN THE FRENCH 
AGAIN RAISED THE MATTER WITH THE CHINESE. AFTER 
MERY'S RETURN TO FRANCE, THE CHINESE REPLIED THAT THEY 
WOULD WELCOME A VISIT BY A FRENCH NAVAL VESSEL. 

ACCORDING TO LECLERCQ, THE DELAY BETWEEN THE CHINESE 
ACCEPTANCE OF THE PRINCIPLE OF THE VISIT AND THE ACTUAL 
VISIT IN APRIL 1978 IS DUE TO THE FRENCH AND NOT THE 
CHINESE. THE FRENCH WISHED TO IDENTIFY A VESSEL CALLING 
AT NUMEROUS FAR EASTERN PORTS, RATHER THAN DISPATCHING 
A VESSEL FOR THIS SINGULAR CALL. THE "DUGUAY TROUIN" 

IS PRESENTLY CALLING AT A NUMBER OF OTHER FAR EASTERN 
PORTS; THE CALL ON SHANGHAI WAS INCLUDED AS PART OF ITS 
NORMAL SAILING SCHEDULE. 

4. COMMENT: IN SPITE OF FRENCH MODESTY IN DESCRIBING 
THIS VISIT, THERE IS NO DOUBT THAT BOTH THEY AND THE 
CHINESE APPRECIATE THE HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE OF THE 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 PARIS 12162 02 OF 02 131538Z 

EVENT. IT IS SURELY A MATTER OF GREAT SATISFACTION TO 
THE FRENCH GOVERNMENT THAT FRANCE HAS BEEN CHOSEN AS THE 
COUNTRY FOR THIS GESTURE. AND IT PORTENDS WELL FOR 
INCREASING COOPERATION BETWEEN FRANCE AND CHINA. 
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PRINCIPALLY IN THE AREA OF ARMS SALES. THE VISIT 
MAY ALSO BE A PRECURSOR OF ADDITIONAL SUCH CONTACTS 
WITH THE FRENCH AND PERHAPS OTHER WESTERN MILITARY 
SERVICES. 

HARTMAN 
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